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Restoration Directions:




“The Process”
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The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan
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The Implementation
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Science Informing the “Public”

e “Truth Is what people believe” @
PEOP Water Quality

PeOple have opinions Cascading Effects of

Phosphorus Pollution

People have deeply-held values

Audience: Interested,

intelligent, but unfamiliar

« Focus on narrative at a very

fundamental level



Science Informing Decision Makers

« Keep In mind that:
- they mostly operate in the “political ecosystem”
- If it's early or issue is new, they will need to
build a narrative to justify a course of action
- they might need to support an existing narrative
- a very explicitly defined “science solution”
sometimes makes life very difficult




Informing Decision Makers

« Start with their questions:

o What are the trade-offs between water quality and water
guantity?

o How clean does the water have to be? What is the
iIncremental benefit and cost of water quality cleanup?

o If we wait to get the water to 10 ppb, will it be too late for

the Everglades? Can you take some risk with water quality
while moving forward with other restoration efforts?




Informing Decision Leaders

« Scientific products
are pre-requisites

« Scientific products
are not
neccessarily the
end products



Informlng Decision Leaders

Water Quality il « Put answers to guestions as
p%%%;?ﬁé?ﬂféé‘?ﬁi.‘éi > clearly as possible
« Add information that is
essential, but make accessible

PERIPHYTON =50




Final Thoughts

Do not expect decision makers to read scientific
and technical documents

Find creative ways to convey information
Encourage this skill as part of mentoring
Recognize the role of science information in
process
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